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Allowed or Not??

Scan to play!  
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQyN18yXzcwIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUS8yYWFlMWM1Yi1mMjlmLTQ2ZTEtYWE5Ni0wNWQ4YTVlMTY1YjAifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allowed or Not??

Students can begin surveying peers for their 
research project before receiving SRC/IRB 
approval.
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoicG9sbCIsImRyYWdnYWJsZVRleHRGb250U2l6ZSI6MTgsImFuc3dlcnMiOlsiQWxsb3dlZCIsIk5vIGFsbG93ZWQiXSwiaXNNdWx0aXBsZVNlbGVjdGlvbkFsbG93ZWRGb3JQb2xsIjpmYWxzZX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQyN18yXzcwIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUS8yYWFlMWM1Yi1mMjlmLTQ2ZTEtYWE5Ni0wNWQ4YTVlMTY1YjAifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allowed or Not??

Human participants can be used as part of 
the research project without signed 
informed consent/assent forms.
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoicG9sbCIsImRyYWdnYWJsZVRleHRGb250U2l6ZSI6MTgsImFuc3dlcnMiOlsiQWxsb3dlZCIsIk5vdCBhbGxvd2VkIl0sImlzTXVsdGlwbGVTZWxlY3Rpb25BbGxvd2VkRm9yUG9sbCI6ZmFsc2V9pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQ1OV8wXzExOCIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMTJvNEhwUU1nX3JOejVkQ1lBWlRETTVUTl9nWE1wb0Z3SnFjaXRTaWZGTVEvOThkZmVlYmQtYWYyMS00YzVkLWIzMTAtYTU3OWM3NDBjMzRjIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allowed or Not??

Students can use publicly available, 
de-identified human data (like from 
government health databases) without 
SRC/IRB approval. ✅ (Yes, because it is 
considered exempt — no identifiable information 
is involved.)
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoicG9sbCIsImRyYWdnYWJsZVRleHRGb250U2l6ZSI6MTgsImFuc3dlcnMiOlsiQWxsb3dlZCIsIk5vdCBhbGxvd2VkIl0sImlzTXVsdGlwbGVTZWxlY3Rpb25BbGxvd2VkRm9yUG9sbCI6ZmFsc2V9pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQ1OV8wXzEyNSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMTJvNEhwUU1nX3JOejVkQ1lBWlRETTVUTl9nWE1wb0Z3SnFjaXRTaWZGTVEvOGI0OWQxMDUtOWI2OC00MDdhLTg2NjQtNmJhMmMzNGE4NDA0In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allowed or Not??

Students can make minor changes to their 
research plan after SRC approval without 
submitting an amendment.
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoicG9sbCIsImRyYWdnYWJsZVRleHRGb250U2l6ZSI6MTgsImFuc3dlcnMiOlsiQWxsb3dlZCIsIk5vdCBhbGxvd2VkIl0sImlzTXVsdGlwbGVTZWxlY3Rpb25BbGxvd2VkRm9yUG9sbCI6ZmFsc2V9pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQ1OV8wXzEzOSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMTJvNEhwUU1nX3JOejVkQ1lBWlRETTVUTl9nWE1wb0Z3SnFjaXRTaWZGTVEvN2FkZWU5ZmQtNzQ0My00MjZhLThlZDAtNDYzNmE4ZTk5MTA3In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allowed or Not??

Students are allowed to conduct an 
engineering project at home, such as 
designing and testing a prototype, as long 
as safety precautions are followed.
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoicG9sbCIsImRyYWdnYWJsZVRleHRGb250U2l6ZSI6MTgsImFuc3dlcnMiOlsiQWxsb3dlZCIsIk5vdCBhbGxvd2VkIl0sImlzTXVsdGlwbGVTZWxlY3Rpb25BbGxvd2VkRm9yUG9sbCI6ZmFsc2V9pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQ1OV8wXzEzMiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMTJvNEhwUU1nX3JOejVkQ1lBWlRETTVUTl9nWE1wb0Z3SnFjaXRTaWZGTVEvOTdiNTg1M2UtOWNlZC00Mzg4LTliOTMtMmE2ZDNiOWM1NjMyIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allowed or Not??

Students can conduct projects with common 
bacteria or small blood samples at home.
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoicG9sbCIsImRyYWdnYWJsZVRleHRGb250U2l6ZSI6MTgsImFuc3dlcnMiOlsiQWxsb3dlZCIsIk5vdCBhbGxvd2VkIl0sImlzTXVsdGlwbGVTZWxlY3Rpb25BbGxvd2VkRm9yUG9sbCI6ZmFsc2V9pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxMm80SHBRTWdfck56NWRDWUFaVERNNVROX2dYTXBvRndKcWNpdFNpZkZNUSIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1wb2xsIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNDhhYjc4NGQ1OV8wXzE0NiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMTJvNEhwUU1nX3JOejVkQ1lBWlRETTVUTl9nWE1wb0Z3SnFjaXRTaWZGTVEvNmI3ZGViZjMtMGQ5YS00ZGZkLTkyMWItOGE4NmViYmFlMDg1In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Objectives:

• Look at what is new in SRC and Display and Safety for the 
2026 fair season

• Discuss most common SRC “oopsies”
• Identify Form Fouls
• Demonstrate the SRC Process by looking at some project 

scenarios
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What’s New for SRC?
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Display and Safety: Board Height

ISEF Rules

163.8 cm (64.4 in)

122 cm (48 in)

Depth: 76 cm (30 in)

ISEF height = 240 cm (94.4 in)
TXSEF table height = 76.2 cm                                             

(30 in)

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Human Participants

  Consent and Accent 
for Everyone Under 

18! 
ISEF Rules

If using a facility, must get 
written consent from the 

facility and parents.

Cannot 
disclose 

result or data

IRB= Internal Review Board

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Vertebrate Animals

  Cephalopods are to be 
treated as animals.

ISEF Rules

Not Allowed: 
● Barbed Hooks
● Live Bait
● Electrofishing

Regarding Fishing

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents

ISEF Rules

Prions Not Allowed: 
● Amyloid-b (Ab)
● amyloid fibris
● tau
● a-synuclein
● transactive response 

DNA-binding of 43 kDa

C. elegans and Drosophila 
are permissible but in BSL-2 
lab.

BSL-2:
● procedures must be followed 

for the duration of the 
experiment and stated in 
research plan.

● Algae bloom water = BSL-2
● Arthropod vector-borne 

pathogens (Malaria, Lyme, 
ect.) = BSL-2

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Hazardous Chemicals, Activities or Devices

ISEF Rules

Must be done at 
school or 
laboratoryCan be 

done at 
home

National Fire Protection Association Globally Harmonized System

● Home setting = still must follow all SDS procedures
● Any utensils/cookware used for experiment can not be reused 

for food
● Direct supervisor must be trained when chemicals are involved
● Follow all SDS instructions for use and disposal

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


New Rules for 2026
Hazardous Chemicals, Activities, or Devices: 

• Rules regarding chemical use has been added

• Projects using chemicals with a Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling 
of Chemicals (GHS) safety rating of 1 or National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) safety 
rating of 4 must be conducted in a school, laboratory or RRI setting. 

• Projects conducted with chemicals of a GHS rating of 2-5 may be done at home, school, or 
RRI if the chemical is used as intended. 

• If chemical of GHS rating 2-5 is not being used as intended (i.e. mixed, increased 
temperature, use of large volumes, etc.) must be conducted in school or RRI.

• Always remember the following when using chemicals: 

a. Projects in a home setting must follow standard lab practices for chemical handling, 
safety, ventilation, and specific disposal procedures used as outlined in the Safety Data 
Sheets (SDS). 

b. Any cookware, utensils, and/or equipment used during the experimentation cannot be 
reused for food preparation. 

c. Be conducted with a Direct Supervisor with proper training and knowledge of the 
chemicals being used.

ISEF Rules

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


AI

ISEF Rules

Can be used to:
● compile data
● coding
● etc.

Cannot be used to:
● Write any portion of the 

Research Plan/project

If used:
Must state in procedures where/how it was used

Cite in bibliography in APA format

Good practice to have students print and have accessible the 
AI transcript in the event they are asked by a judge.

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Image and Graph Citations

ISEF Rules

Citation Examples
● Graphs made by student: 

The graphs (or tables) were created by (student name), student researcher using (insert the 
program/software used), 2026.

● Images show progression: 
Pictures 1-(however many) show progression and were taken by (student name), student 
researcher, 2026.

● If all images come from the internet and are from a journal article, then use citation protocol from a 
journal article, not image.

● Image made by student:
Image was created by (student name), student researcher using (state the program), 2026.

● Image from internet:
APA format, needs to be more specific than “Google images”

● Images/photos can be number/lettered and then cited all together on another location on the board. 
● Must use font size that is large enough and easy to read.

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Image and Graph Citations: 
Example 1

ISEF Rules

Graph/Image/Photo

Graph/Image/Photo

Graph/Image/Photo

Graph/Image/Photo

All graphs were made by (student name), student researcher,  using Microsoft Excel, 2026.*

*All images were created by (student name), student researcher, using Canva, 2026.
*All photos were taken by (student name), student researcher, 2026.

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Image and Graph Citations:
Example #2

ISEF Rules

Internet Image

Internet Image
Internet Image

Internet Image

1: APA format Citation                     3: APA format Citation
2: APA format Citation                     4: APA format Citation

1

3

2

4

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Most Common SRC 
“Oopsies”

21



Most Common SRC “Oopsies”
• Opening unknown bacteria dishes: Students may culture bacteria collected 

from surfaces, but the plates must remain sealed (taped shut) for the entire 
experiment, including during disposal, to stay within BSL-1 guidelines. If the 
plates are opened at any point, the work is considered BSL-2 and must be 
conducted in a BSL-2 laboratory.

• Human participant: If a student researcher collects data about themselves or 
includes themselves in the study, it is still considered a human participant 
study.

• IRB Conflict: A researcher’s teacher cannot serve on the IRB for their project; it 
must be reviewed by someone else to ensure objectivity.

• Signatures: Make sure all paperwork has the correct signatures and are 
properly dated.



Project Reviews
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Review Order
1. Abstract
2. Research Plan

a. Separate Materials and Procedures
b. Specific amounts should be used when referred to chemicals
c. Safety precautions and disposal procedures should be stated
d. Determine what other forms are needed

3. Check those forms thoroughly



Form Fouls
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Abstract
• ISEF is making slight changes that have not been released 

yet
• Stay tuned!



Jr. Division A copy of the 
survey or test 
must be 
attached in 
STEM Wizard 
under Additional 
File.

Not teacher or 
parent

Prior to: date 
before 
experimentation 
start date



Jr. Division

Prior to: date 
before 
experimentation 
start date



Jr. Division: 
Parent Consent? 
Minor Assent 
Template

Every human 
participant 

must have one 
of these.



Form 1

Other forms 
are required 
if anything is 
checked in 
#4 or the 

bottom half of 
this form. 



Form 1B

This must be signed if 
the student worked at a 

regulated research 
institution (RRI), and the 
RRI was responsible for 
reviewing and approving 

the project before 
experimentation.

This must be signed if 
the student’s project 
requires SRC or IRB 
approval (Forms 4, 
5A, or 6A) and the 

student did not work 
at a regulated 

research institution 
(RRI).



Form 4

#4-6 have changed

A copy of the survey or 
test must be attached in 
STEM Wizard under 
Additional File.



Form 6A

Checklist attached in 
Additional Files



Form 3 Example
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Form 3



SRC Practice
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SRC Practice

ISEF Rules

ISEF Website for Rules:  ISEF Forms:

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Scenario 1

A student collects water from a local pond to test for microbial 
growth due to eutrophication. They plate the samples on nutrient 
agar, incubate them for several days, and plan to compare colony 
growth from different pond locations (near a dock, near runoff 
from a golf course, and in open water).

Form 6A: PHBA Risk Assessment
Form 2: Qualified Scientist
Form 3: Risk Assessment



Scenario 2 

A student wants to see whether lemon juice, vinegar, and salt can 
slow bacterial spoilage on raw chicken muscle tissue. They 
purchase chicken breast from a grocery store, cut it into small 
samples, apply the preservatives, and observe microbial growth 
over time by plating swabs from the tissue onto agar.

Form 6A - PHBA Risk Assessment
Form 3 - Risk Assessment
Form 2 - Qualified Scientist



Scenario 3 

A student wants to test how 15 minutes of jogging affects blood 
glucose levels in teen volunteers. Participants agree to have a 
small amount of blood drawn with a finger prick both before and 
after exercising. The student plans to compare glucose levels 
using a glucometer.

Form 4 - Human Participant From
Human Informed Consent
Form 6A - PHBA Risk Assessment
Form 3 - Risk Assessment
Form 2 - Qualified Scientist

Is SRC 

needed?



Scenario 4 

A student wants to test the fan blade shape in CAD, run 
Computational Fluid Dynamic simulations, then 3D-print 
prototypes to test on a fan to analyze airflow patterns, drag, and 
lift forces.

No forms needed.



Q&A Time

ISEF Rules

Trudi Skinner
Spark! TAMU Engineering

txsef_src@tamu.edu

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/


Session Feedback
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How helpful was this 

session?



THANK YOU


